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A) Car addiction. This development path leads to the establishment of car-

dependent cities with continuous investment in motorization and the development 

of road and highway systems. The first step usually involves expanding non-

motorized forms of transportation, especially bicycles. This was the case in cities in 

developed economies in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and in Asian cities 

(especially China) in the 1970s. At this stage, there is likely to be a divergence of 

path (1) towards the establishment of public transport services. However, the path 

followed in several developing economies concerns motorization with the 

motorcycle as an intermediate form, leading to cities saturated with motorcycles, 

buses and some cars. As investment in road infrastructure continues with economic 

development, the result is a car-oriented city in which the car accounts for the 

majority of passenger mobility. Such an outcome can also be achieved by cities that 

initially started transit development but moved towards car dependence via 

divergence (3) through the abandonment of several transit services or lack of 

further development to cope with mobility demand.



(B) Transit-oriented development. This development path implies slow levels of 

motorization and moderate road construction. Through massive investments in 

public transit and transit-oriented land use development strategies, this path leads 

to the establishment of transit cities where the majority of the population uses 

public transportation to meet their mobility needs. Such cities, however, are not so 

common, because as many cities began to develop, an additional path was 

followed that led to the development of hybrid cities.



(C) Hybrid cities. This development path is the result of further motorization, but 

the pace of road development is coming faster than the pace of urban transit 

development. This eventually leads to the saturation of the transport system with 

buses and cars. This situation characterized many cities in developed 

economies in the second half of the 20th century. Possible trajectory divergence 

includes rapid motorization and the move toward car dependence (3). 

Alternatively, through restrictions on car use and ownership and the 

development of alternative modes of transport, road divergence (2) can be 

achieved, leading to more transit-oriented forms.
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